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GOSPEL MARK 1: 14-20  

After John had been arrested, Jesus came to Galilee 
proclaiming the gospel of God: 
 
"This is the time of fulfillment. The kingdom of God is 
at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel." 
 
As he passed by the Sea of Galilee, 
he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting their 
nets into the sea; they were fishermen. 
 
Jesus said to them, 
"Come after me, and I will make you fishers of men." 
 
Then they abandoned their nets and followed him. 
He walked along a little farther and saw James, the 
son of Zebedee, and his brother John. 
 
They too were in a boat mending their nets. Then he 
called them. So they left their father Zebedee in the 
boat along with the hired men and followed him. 



 In the Gospel, we hear a familiar word “repent”, from a Greek derivative, 
meaning “change of heart”.  This is the ultimate call for change.  Repent calls 
for a change of mind, a change of heart.  What does  “repent”  mean to you 
knowing that God is still  shaping and forming you into the person he wants  
you to be?  

 

 Another familiar word in this Gospel passage is “believe”.  In the first chapter 
of Mark’s Gospel, God is doing something new – a turning point  in human 
history.  The long-awaited time of fulfillment was finally here as Jesus 
announces that the kingdom of God is at hand. It is not a place or a temple  – 
it is a presence and a power. The presence of Christ in our lives.  

Our culture suffers from a practical atheism.  We believe that God exists but 
we live as if God has no presence or power in our life; we live without joy and 
that deep conviction that the Kingdom of God is at hand.  Where do I need to 
grow in my belief that the Kingdom of God is truly at hand and active in my 
life?  Where have I given up hope in God ’s presence and power?  

 

 God’s grace and true joy is available to us but we need to position ourselves 
to receive it.  Since joy occurs deep in our soul from a transformed character, 
it requires us to change and, as in today’s Gospel,  turn away from those 
negative/sinful  aspects of our old self and commit to work toward the good
that comes to those who follow Jesus. The Apostles “abandoned their nets 
and followed him.” What are my nets? What  physical things and vices are 
impeding me from being happy. We all have different  “baggage” or “nets”.  
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